
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 22, 2017 
 
Tyler Roppe 
Kenton Neighborhood Association (KNA) 
2209 N Schofield St. 
Portland, OR 97217 
 
Re: Encampment near Kenton Women’s Village  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
At the end of August, it was brought to our attention that a new unsanctioned encampment (see map at 
end of letter) had started to form near the site of the Kenton Women’s Village (KWV). To address the 
situation, on September 1st, KWV Committee Chair Susan Oliver left messages about the encampment 
for Margi DeChenne of Catholic Charities, David Bikman of Village Coalition and Savannah Walspeth, 
Catholic Charities KWV onsite manager.  
 
DeChenne called back and promised to touch base with Walspeth. Walspeth later connected with Oliver 
about the camp and any possible correlations it might have to the presence of the KWV. The possibility 
that the KWV might encourage more camping around the KWV had been one of the primary concerns of 
neighbors that opposed the KWV. 
 
Walspeth promised to work with the Village Coalition to investigate the camp and to see what, if 
anything, could be done about relocating its members. Oliver asked that Walspeth or a member of the 
Village Coalition follow up with the KNA. 
 
Bikman did not return Oliver’s call, and neither Walspeth nor anyone else from Catholic Charities 
followed up with Oliver or any other board member of the KNA. We are unsure if the City of Portland 
has been previously notified about this encampment by the Village Coalition and/or Catholic Charities 
prior to this letter. 
 
Per the KWV Partnership Agreement, the Village Coalition is to “Monitor Kenton Park and Argyle St/Way 
for unsanctioned camping and conduct outreach intended to divert campers to alternate sites for 
shelter” while Catholic Charities should “Respond to neighborhood concerns and complaints by 
promptly investigating, transparently sharing information, and implementing corrective action as 
needed.” As well, the Office of Management and Finance is to “Be the liaison between Police and the 
appropriate City bureaus to address unsanctioned camping in the area of the Village.” 
 
To ensure that Catholic Charities, the Village Coalition and the Office of Management and Finance are 
upholding their commitments outlined in the KWV Partnership Agreement, we request, within one week 
of receipt of this letter, that each of these parties to the agreement provide documentation as to their 
knowledge, activity and action regarding this new encampment.   
 



 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tyler Roppe 
Chair, Kenton Neighborhood Association 
On behalf of the Kenton Neighborhood Association Board of Directors 
 
 
Location of encampment: 
 

 


