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WildCat Haven Responds to Safety Citations

On November 10, 2013, WildCat Haven Sanctuary Head Keeper Renee Radziwon-Chapman was 
killed at WildCat Haven during an incident inside an enclosure in which three cougars normally
roam. At that time, only one cougar was inside a separately lockable section of the enclosure, which is 
used for securing cats away from employees during cleaning of the main section.

WildCat Haven immediately reported this incident to the Oregon Occupational Safety and Health 
Division (OR-OSHA), which began a thorough investigation. We have now been informed that the 
OR-OSHA investigation has been completed and is now closed. OR-OSHA has notified us of its
determination to issue two safety citations. Neither citation concerns the safety of the general public.

OR-OSHA’s investigation found that WildCat Haven did not willfully violate workplace safety 
standards. One citation relates to additional reinforcement of the separately lockable section of the
enclosure to increase safety during cleaning of the main section. OR-OSHA did not find that any part 
of the enclosure or other equipment caused the incident.

Both of the issues mentioned in the citations have already been addressed. We continue to work
closely with OR-OSHA to review the agency’s findings as part of our commitment to maintaining a 
safe, secure work environment.

As an employer, we are ultimately responsible to protect the life, safety and health of our staff and
volunteers. Because of the hazards of providing sanctuary to wild animals that are both compelling 
and unpredictable, our greatest priority is to develop and ensure compliance with fail-proof safety 
procedures. We also intend to work toward developing national sanctuary safety standards for the 
continued well-being of those dedicated to helping captive wild cats that can never be released.

- more -

The second citation alleges that an applicable safety procedure was not followed on the day of the
incident. Under WildCat Haven policy, when it is necessary to enter an enclosure housing dangerous 
cats, two qualified staff members are to work together to secure the cats into the separately lockable
section of their enclosure before entering the main section. OR-OSHA’s investigation concluded that 
our employee entered the main enclosure with neither another qualified employee present nor all the 
cougars secured when the incident occurred.
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WildCat Haven is a 501(c)3 non-profit, no-kill, “last hope” sanctuary located in beautiful Sherwood, 
Oregon. Our mission is to provide a safe, natural, lifetime home for captive-born wildcats in need. We 
have earned verification and accreditation from both The Global Federation of American Sanctuaries 
(GFAS) and The American Sanctuary Association (ASA). WildCat Haven is not open to the public 
and does not buy, sell, breed, or exhibit animals. The sanctuary receives no state or federal funding,
relying on fund-raising and our generous donors and sponsors.

# # #


